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 Dr. Chetan Eknath Chitnis is Professor and Head, Malaria Parasite Biology and Vaccines Unit at the 
Pasteur Institute, Paris, a world-renowned research centre dedicated to the study of the biology of micro-
organisms, diseases and vaccines. He is widely recognized for his pioneering contributions to our 
understanding of the basic biology of malaria parasites and efforts to develop malaria vaccines. His group has 
developed the first vaccine to show efficacy against  malaria in a human clinical trial.Plasmodium vivax

2. Born on 3  April, 1961, in Mumbai, Dr. Chitnis received a Master of Science degree in Physics in 1983  rd

from the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay; Master of Arts degree in Physics in 1986 from Rice 
University, Houston, Ph.D. in Biophysics in 1990 from University of California, Berkeley, for his studies on 
the biosynthetic pathways for the polysaccharide alginate, a key pathogenic factor secreted by Pseudomonas 
aerigunosa during lung infections in cystic fibrosis patients. He received the Henry Kaiser Fellowship, 
University of California Regent's Fellowship and Abraham Rosenberg Fellowship during his doctoral studies.

3. Following his Ph.D., Dr. Chitnis received a Fogarty International Fellowship from 1990 to 1995 to  
conduct post-doctoral research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Bethesda, where he started 
investigating host-pathogen interactions in malaria. In 1995, he joined the International Centre for Genetic 
Engineering and Biotechnology (ICGEB), New Delhi as a Principal Investigator where over the next 18 years 
he established a group to study malaria parasites and develop vaccines. Based on studies on the molecular 
mechanisms that mediate host cell invasion by malaria parasites as well as field studies on immunity to 
malaria, he developed the rationale for novel malaria vaccine candidates. He also established a process 
development laboratory at ICGEB, New Delhi to develop methods to manufacture these recombinant protein 
based malaria vaccines. These methods were transferred to Indian biotechnology companies to produce     
the vaccine candidates that were then tested in clinical trials. His group developed the first vaccine for 
Plasmodium vivax malaria to show efficacy in a human challenge trial. In 2014, he was appointed Professor at 
Institute Pasteur, Paris where he continues to develop vaccines for malaria.

4. Dr. Chitnis, together with colleagues at ICGEB, established the Malaria Vaccine Development  
Program, a not-for-profit society whose mandate was to support ICGEB and other academic institutions to 
undertake product development of vaccines for malaria and other neglected diseases. He has served on 
advisory boards of various research institutes and organizations including Department of Biotechnology, 
BIRAC, WHO, European Commission and National Institutes of Health. He is a member of editorial boards of 
various international journals and serves on review panels for national and international funding agencies. 
He has also contributed to teaching and currently serves as Co-Director of the renowned Pasteur Vaccinology 
course and as Director of the Pasteur online course on Malaria, which attracts large number of students from 
around the world each year.

5. Dr. Chitnis is the recipient of several awards and honours. He received the Infosys Prize for Life  
Sciences in 2010, Distinguished Alumnus Award, IIT Bombay in 2009, Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar Prize in 
Medical Sciences in 2004, M. O. T. Iyengar Award for Research in Malaria in 2000 and the Young Investigator 
Award from American Society of Microbiology in 1995. He received the TATA Innovation Fellowship from 
Department of Biotechnology (2007-2012), International Senior Research Fellowship from The Wellcome 
Trust, UK (2000-2005) and International Research Scholarship from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 
USA (2000-2005). He was elected Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy, New Delhi in 2014 and 
Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, Bangalore in 2008.
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   M‚- psru ,dukFk fpV.khl   

 M‚- psru ,dukFk fpV.khl isfjl ds ik'pj baLVhVîwV esa eysfj;k ijthoh thofoKku vkSj Vhdk bdkÃ esa çksQslj vkSj blds 
vè;{k gSaI ;g laLFkku ,d foÜo çfl) 'kksèk dsaæ gS tgka lw{e thoksa] jksxksa vkSj Vhdksa ds tho foKku dk vè;;u fd;k tkrk gSA eysfj;k 
ijthfo;ksa ds ewy tho foKku dh gekjh le> vkSj eysfj;k ds Vhds fodflr djus ds ç;klksa esa muds vxz.kh ;ksxnku ds fy, mUgsa 
O;kid :i ls tkuk tkrk gSA muds lewg us ,slk igyk Vhdk fodflr fd;k gS tks ekuo uSnkfud ijh{k.k esa IykLeksfM;e fooSDl 
eysfj;k ds fo:) çHkkoh gSA

2-  3 vçSy] 1961 dks eqacÃ esa tUes] M‚- fpV.khl us o"kZ 1983 esa Hkkjrh; çkS|ksfxdh laLFkku ¼vkÃvkÃVh½] c‚Ecs ls HkkSfrdh esa 
foKku Lukrd dh fMxzh( o"kZ 1986 esa jkbl foÜofo|ky;] áwLVu ls HkkSfrdh esa ekLVj v‚Q vkV~lZ dh fMxzh çkIr dh] o"kZ 1990 esa 
dSfyQksÆu;k foÜofo|ky;] cdZys ls i‚yhlSdjkbM ,fYxusV ds tSo la'ys"k.k ekxks± ij muds vè;;u ds fy, ck;ksfQft+Dl esa ih,pMh 
dh mikfèk feyh] tks flfLVd Qkbczksfll jksfx;ksa esa QsQM+ksa ds laØe.k ds nkSjku L;wMkseksukl ,fjxqukslk }kjk lzkfor ,d çeq[k 
jksxtud dkjd gSA mUgsa M‚DVjsV vè;;u ds nkSjku gsujh dSlj Q+syksf'ki] ;wfuoÆlVh v‚Q+ dSfyQ+ksÆu;k jhtsaV~l Q+syksf'ki vkSj vczkge 
jkslsucxZ Q+syksf'ki feyhA

3-  viuh ih,pMh ds ckn] M‚- fpV.khl dks o"kZ 1990 ls 1995 rd us'kuy baLVhVîwV v‚Q gsYFk ¼,uvkÃ,p½] csFksLMk esa M‚DVjsV 
mijkar 'kksèk djus ds fy, QksxkVÊ baVjus'kuy Q+syksf'ki feyh] tgk¡ bUgksaus eysfj;k esa gksLV&iSFkkstsu baVjSD'ku dh tk¡p 'kq: dhA o"kZ 
1995 esa]  baVjus'kuy lsaVj Q‚j tsusfVd bathfu;Çjx ,aM ck;ksVsDuksy‚th ¼vkÃlhthÃch½] uÃ fnYyh esa ,d çèkku vUos"kd dk mUgksaus
dk;ZHkkj laHkkyk] tgk¡ vkxs 18 o"kks± ds nkSjku mUgksaus eysfj;k ijthfo;ksa dk vè;;u djus vkSj Vhds fodflr djus ds fy, ,d lewg 
dh LFkkiuk dhA eysfj;k ijthfo;ksa }kjk iks"kh dksf'kdkvksa dks laØfer djus okys vk.kfod ra=ksa ij vè;;u ds lkFk&lkFk eysfj;k ds 
fo#) çfrj{kk ij QhYM LVMh ds vkèkkj ij] mUgksaus u, eysfj;k Vhdk dSaMhMsV ds fy, ekud rS;kj fd,A bUgksaus bu iqu% la;kstd 
çksVhu vkèkkfjr eysfj;k Vhdksa ds fofuekZ.k ds rjhdksa dks fodflr djus ds fy, vkÃlhthÃch] uÃ fnYyh esa ,d çfØ;k fodkl 
ç;ksx'kkyk dh LFkkiuk Hkh dhA bu çfofèk;ksa dk gLrkarj.k Hkkjrh; tSo çkS|ksfxdh daifu;ksa dks fd;k x;k ftlls fd os mu Vhdk 
dSaMhMsV~l dk mRiknu dj ldsa] ftudk ml le; uSnkfud ijh{k.kksa esa ijh{k.k fd;k x;k FkkA muds lewg us IykLeksfM;e fooSDl 
eysfj;k ds fy, igyk Vhdk fodflr fd;k] tks áweu pSysat Vªk;y esa çHkkoh jgkA o"kZ 2014 esa bUgsa baLVhVîwV ik'pj] isfjl esa çksQslj 
fu;qä fd;k x;k] tgka os eysfj;k ds fy, Vhds fodflr djus dk dke tkjh j[ks gq, gSaA  

4-  M‚- fpV.khl us vkÃlhthÃch ds lgdÆe;ksa ds lkFk feydj eysfj;k Vhdk fodkl dk;ZØe dh LFkkiuk dh] ;g ,d 
xSj&ykHkdkjh laLFkk gS ftldk mís'; eysfj;k vkSj vU; misf{kr chekfj;ksa ds fy, Vhdk ds mRikn fodkl ds fy, vkÃlhthÃch vkSj 
vU; 'kS{kf.kd laLFkkuksa dks lgk;rk çnku djuk gSA bUgksaus tSo çkS|ksfxdh foHkkx] chvkÃvkj,lh] MCY;w,pvks] ;wjksih; vk;ksx vkSj 
jk"Vªh; LokLF; laLFkkuksa lfgr dÃ 'kksèk laLFkkuksa vkSj laxBuksa ds lykgdkj cksMks± esa dke fd;k gSA og vyx&vyx varjjk"Vªh; 
if=dkvksa ds laikndh; cksMks± ds lnL; gSa rFkk jk"Vªh; vkSj varjkZ"Vªh; foÙk iks"k.k ,tsafl;ksa dh leh{kk iSuy esa lsok,a ns jgs gSaA budk 
f'k{k.k ds {ks= esa Hkh ;ksxnku gS vkSj orZeku esa çfl) ik'pj oSDlhuksy‚th ikBîØe ds lg&funs'kd vkSj eysfj;k ij ik'pj v‚uykbu 
ikBîØe ds funs'kd ds :i esa dk;Zjr gSa] tgka çR;sd o"kZ nqfu;k Hkj ls cM+h la[;k esa Nk= vkrs gSaA

5-  M‚- fpV.khl dks dÃ iqjLdkj vkSj lEeku fey pqds gSaA bUgsa o"kZ 2010 esa thou foKku ds fy, bUQksfll iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2009 esa 
vkÃvkÃVh c‚Ecs esa fof'k"V iwoZ Nk= iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2004 esa fpfdRlk foKku esa 'kkafr Lo:i HkVukxj iqjLdkj] o"kZ 2000 esa eysfj;k esa vuqlaèkku 
ds fy, ,e-vks-Vh- v;axj iqjLdkj vkSj o"kZ 1995 esa vesfjdu lkslk;Vh v‚Q ekbØksck;ksy‚th ls ;ax bUosfLVxsVj iqjLdkj feykA bUgsa tSo 
çkS|ksfxdh foHkkx  ls VkVk buksos'ku Qsyksf'ki¼o"kZ 2007&2012½] n osyde VªLV] ;wds ls varjkZ"Vªh; ofj"B vuqlaèkku Qsyksf'ki ¼o"kZ 2000 & 
2005½ vkSj g‚oMZ áwtsl esfMdy baLVhVîwV] ;w,l, ls varjkZ"Vªh; vuqlaèkku Nk=òfÙk ¼o"kZ 2000&2005½ feyhA bUgsa o"kZ 2014 esa Hkkjrh; jk"Vªh; 
foKku vdkneh] uÃ fnYyh dk Qsyks vkSj o"kZ 2008 esa Hkkjrh; foKku vdkneh] cSaxyksj dk Qsyks pquk x;kA 
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